
 

D 
r.Portia Fikile Ndlovu is no stranger to South 

African soil. A multifaceted Durban native who 

is now based in Boston, Massachusetts where 

she serves. In addition to being Lawyer, she is 

an author, speaker, business women and professor. She's 

specializing in legal principles of international trade laws with 

particular attention to Maritime Law, of which is inclusive of 

International Trade; the Law of the Sea; Environmental Law 

and International Diamond Trade Law subjects. She's in      

possession of the expertise of this field, as an associate      

professor within the areas of International commercial or 

business law at the Massachusetts Academy in Boston in 

their International Maritime Business department. She has 

over a decade in experience with this regard at both         

undergraduate and postgraduate level. 

Dr. Ndlovu's research extends to matters pertaining to the      

Asia Pacific waters, Maritime Security and Pedagogy and 

Mining of Sea areas. A University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN) 

graduate, she coordinated the Maritime Law Programs, 

where one of the biggest container holding African ports is 

located and provides internal and external supervisory       

support for national and international students. Dr. Ndlovu 

rose above adversity by entering the industry as a maritime 

research student and candidate attorney in the early stages 

of the post-apartheid South African era, working her through 

the ranks. In 2012 she became a visiting Maritime              

Commercial Law Professor at the UN Maritime University 

(WMU). 

As an avid advocate for the education, she consults and 

teaches thus inspiring others to pursue their personal        

aspirations in the field of law and commerce. Dr. Ndlovu has 

published law books and writes for   accredited journals such 

as Juta. As a practicing Maritime lawyer, Dr. Ndlovu has      

provided consultancy services to Government bodies such as 

the Ports Regulator, legal compliance advice, and support to 

various commercial entities. She has also sat as an               

arbitrator and assessor in various tribunals bringing           

specialized academic and practical legal knowledge. 

As the author of the Diamond Law Book, she has    

received a citation for ‘Most Notable Publication        

Received in the Energy and Natural Resources Law     

Journal (JERL) Vol 31 No 3.' 

"Don't just educate them to create a bottleneck of 

unemployable people but educate them so that they 

know that the job answers are within them with 

work, sacrifice, and dedication. Let's support them 

with natural, capital and knowledge resources. It is        

partnership", says Dr. Ndlovu speaking on the             

signifycance of students being exposed to maritime         

     studies. 

 

Dr. Ndlovu's anticipated arrival in South Africa would 

be beneficiary as her contribution of knowledge about 

the industry could positively influence its direction. 

Sharing the same sentiments as the mandate of 

eThekwini Maritime Cluster about exposing more    

students to the maritime industry at secondary and 

tertiary level shows a progressive mindset of            

inclusiveness.    

Do join Ethekwini Maritime Cluster (EMC) and the city 

of Durban in welcoming Dr. Ndlovu for her annual visit 

on South African Soil from the 10TH of January 2019. 

She would be accompanied by 15 USA cadets from 

Massachusetts Maritime Academy for an Annual     

Cultural Exchange Programme 

 

The objective of the programme is to enhance mutual 

understanding of cultural exchange among the people 

of South Africa and the United States of America.    

During their training, cadets are given an option to 

visit a country for cultural exchange and this time they 

chose Durban. The programme is structured to       

maximize exposure of the cadets to South Africa,     

Durban through cultural knowledge sharing. Durban 

learners, especially for maritime, stand a good chance 

to learn more about the maritime sector. Therefore 

this visit aims to support township schools as US     

Cadet would be exchanging maritime related         

learnings Durban surrounding schools and exploring 

the port of Durban. She is expected to be in the     

country from the 10th to the 30th of January 2019. 

Her programme would entail exploring the port of 

Durban and Richards Bay 
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